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About the Book
Pirkei Avot consists of teachings assembled around 200 CE and forms part of
the Mishnah. Because its 123 teachings are not arranged by topic, the broader

conceptual framework—the "big picture"—can easily be overlooked.
Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers): The Big Picture addresses that challenge

through a thematic approach, revealing the structure, coherence, and
narrative flow underlying one of Judaism's most influential ethical texts.

Praise
"Professor Rosenstein transforms this classic from an anthology of ethical

aphorisms into a coherent body of profound ethical teaching."
— Daniel Matt, translator of the Zohar, author of The Essential Kabbalah, God

and the Big Bang, and Becoming Elijah

About the author
Joseph Rosenstein is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at

Rutgers University. In addition to his careers in mathematics and mathematics
education, he has published Jewish prayer books that are both traditional and

unconventional: Siddur Eit Ratzon (Shabbat/festivals and weekday editions) and
Machzor Eit Ratzon – Memorable Verses in the Torah, and Reflections on Pirkei Avot

(Ethics of the Fathers): Not Just What My Rebbe Taught Me. His website,
joerosenstein.com, reflects all his activities.
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